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so completely refuting, first, the deduction that such surrender values 
increase withdrawals, and, second, that such companies experience an. 
unfavorable death experience. 

The Canada Life has not done much " rating up " or insuring of 
diseased lives. Altogether, but 754 have been rated up, and their 
average duration has been but 3^ years. Of these, 89 have died. 
The actual deaths at actual ages, compared with the company's expe- 
rience on select lives, is 89 to 76 ; compared to H m experience, 89 
to 106 ; at assumed ages the expected losses by the company's expe- 
rience were 86, and by H m 120, so that the rating up may be consid- 
ered to have been successful. 

Miles Menander Dawson. 
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Mouvement de la Population de la Suisse pendant I'Annee 1893. 
Berne, 1895. 

This document constitutes No. 101 of the valuable series of publi- 
cations issued by the Federal Bureau of Statistics of Switzerland. It 
contains the following tables : — 

1. General Table of vital statistics by Cantons and Districts. 

2. Deaths (exclusive of still-born), by ages. 

3. Deaths, by causes. 

(a) By groups of causes. 

(6) By certain specified causes. 

4. Vital Statistics of fifteen principal cities. 

5. Notifications of infectious diseases in 1893, by months and by places. 

6. Divorces in 1893. 

7. Deaths and causes of death not certified by a physician. 

The population of Switzerland in 1893 (estimated) was 2,974,473, 
and the marriages, births, and deaths, with the rates, were as 
follows : — 

Kates per 
1000 Inhabitants. 
Marriages, . . . 21,884 7.3 (14.6 persons married). 

Births, 88,100 29.6 

Deaths, .... 61,059 20.5 
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Under the head of deaths, the age groups selected for presentation 
are deaths under 1 month, 1 to 11 months, 1 year, 2-4 years, 5-14, 
15-19, 20-29, etc. 

The table of vital statistics of cities shows that the city of Frei- 
bourg had the highest death rate (25.5 per 1000) and Herisan the 
lowest (15.3) in 1893. That of Zurich was 19.6, Geneva 21.1, and 
Berne 21.3. The table of infectious disease notifications is unsatis- 
factory, in consequence of the indefinite manner in which some of 
the cantons, notably Berne and Vaud, report epidemics, — the term 
" many cases," etc., being frequently employed instead of definite 
figures. 

The divorces in 1893 were 903, a notable and quite steady decline 
since 1876, when there were 1102. The standard of comparison 
here differs from those employed by other authorities. The ratio 
presented is that of divorces to existing married couples , and was 1.86 
per 1000 existing marriages in 1893 as compared with 2.48 in 1876. 
(That of Massachusetts in the State census year 1885 was 1.75 per 
1000 existing married couples.) 

The number of deaths not medically certified in Switzerland in 
1893 was 4432. Of this number, about one-third were those of 
infants of less than one year old. The certificate of a midwife is 
accepted as a medical certificate of death only in the case of infants 
dying within the first months of life. 

Breslauer Statistik. Im Auftrage des Magistrats der konigl. 
Haupt- und Residenzstadt Breslau. Herausgegeben vom statistischen 
And der Stadt Breslau. Bd. 16, Erstes Heft. Breslau, 1895. 

This first part of the sixteenth volume of the publications of the 
statistical office of Breslau contains a summary of the population and 
vital statistics of that city for 1893. A portion of the volume is 
devoted to the. statistics of the sick, presented by the hospitals, infir- 
maries, asylums, societies for insurance and relief, etc. 

Other tables are presented, giving meteorological statistics, the 
prices of the staple articles of food at wholesale and at retail, and, as 
is common in some of the large German cities having very careful 
police supervision, statistics of migration of householders. 

The estimated population of the city at the close of 1893 was 
356,522, that of 1892 having been 349,248. The births were 12,705, 
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of which 96.8 per cent were living and 3.2 per cent were still-born ; 84 
per cent were legitimate and 16 per cent illegitimate. The birth rate 
was 36.1 per 1000; the deaths were 10,285, or 29.2 per 1000. The 
death rates by ages were as follows per 1000 of persons living at 
each age period : — 

0-6 years, 128 

6-20 " 5 

20-40 " 10 

40-60 '■ 26 

Over 60 years, 83 

Tables are presented giving the deaths by principal causes, and 
also very full tables for all causes, with numbers for sexes, ages, 
seasons, and districts of the city. The deaths by groups were as 
follows : — 

Infectious diseases, 21.1 

Other general diseases including tuberculosis diseases, . 20.4 

Diseases of the nervous system 14.3 

" " " respiratory system 16.1 

" " " digestive organs, 2.3 

Other local diseases, 9.4 

Diseases of infancy and old age, 11.8 

Deaths by violence, 2.7 

Deaths from unknown causes 1.6 

The chief point of interest in that portion of the volume which 
relates to statistics of the sick is that which treats of the notification 
of infectious diseases. Laws requiring notices of this character to be 
made to the sanitary authorities are being introduced into the legisla- 
tion of nearly all civilized countries. From the statistics required by 
such laws valuable information is gained as to the fatality of certain 
infectious diseases in different countries. The following are the per- 
centages of fatality from diphtheria, scarlet fever, typhoid fever, and 
measles in Breslau, England and Wales, and Massachusetts, for 

1893: — 

Percentage of Fatality. 





Diphtheria. 


Scarlet Fever. 


Typhoid Fever. 


Measles. 




34.9 
24.6 
31.7 


4.9 

4.2 
8.8 


22.2 
17.0 
20.0 




England and Wales 









Another section of this document presents the prices of the staple 
articles of food in Breslau at wholesale and retail, during the year 
1893, by tables and diagrams, by which it appears that prices gener- 



380 



American Statistical Association. 



[78 



ally declined for nearly all articles during the year. For example, 
the prices of the principal cereals per 1000 kilos (about 220 pounds) 
were as follows for January and December, 1893 : — 





January. 


December. 




January. 


December. 




Marks. 


Marks. 




Marks. 


Marks. 


Rye, wholesale. . 


12.76 


11.70 


Beef, wholesale. . 


92 


90 


Eye meal, " 


19.75 


17.75 


Veal, 


92 


88 


Eye bread, retail. 


20.68 


19.12 


Mutton, " 


82 


76 


Wheat, wholesale 


14.48 


13.22 


Pork, " 


98 


92 


Wheat flour, " 


24.38 


21.12 




141 


138 


" " retail 


28.50 


27.50 


Veal, " 


138 


134 


" bread, " 


37.26 


34.36 


Mutton, retail. .. 


140 


138 








Pork, " ... 


147 


141 



Other tables are given, presenting the maximum and minimum 

prices, and the difference, as compared with the prices of 1892, for all 

the ordinary articles of food and other articles of household use 

offered for sale in the city in 1893. 

S. W. A. 
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Armenstatik. Compiled by H. Silbergleit, Superintendent of the 
Bureau of Statistics for the City of Magdeburg. Magdeburg, 1895. 
Pp. 29. 

This report deals wholly with those who received aid of some kind 
from the city during the year 1893-94. These are divided into two 
main classes : those receiving aid directly from the city, and those 
(mostly wives and children of the first class) who were indirectly 
aided. The statistics here given deal mainly with those of the first 
division, who are classified with great minuteness of detail. 

The recipients of direct aid are first divided according to sex and 
age periods of 15 years ; this primary classification is maintained 
throughout the remaining tables. The absolute number and the pro- 
portion of the total population receiving aid is given for each city 
district ; the kind of aid received, whether in-door, out-door, or both, 
and its duration ; the proportion of the whole population receiving- 
aid, its kind and duration ; the number dependent on each recipient 



